THE DIVINE 1EACHER

meaning of life and the secret of divine action and
gives it the light of the divine knowledge and guidance
and the assuring and fortifying word of the Master of
existence in the hour when it comes face to face with
the painful mystery of the world. This is what the
Indian religious consciousness seeks to make near to
itself in whatever form, whether in the symbolic
human image it enshrines in its temples or in the
worship of its Avatars or in the devotion to the human
Guru through whom the voice of the one world-
Teacher makes itself heard. Through these it strives-
to awaken to that inner voice, unveil that form of the
Formless and stand face to face with that manifest
divine Power, Love and Knowledge.

Secondly, there is the typical, almost the symbolic
significance of the human Krishna who stands behind
the great action of the Mahabharata, not as its hero,
but as its secret centre and hidden guide. That action
is the action of a whole world of men and nations,
some of whom have come as helpers of an effort and
result by which they do not personally profit, and to
these he is a leader, some as its opponents and to them
he also is an opponent, the baffler of their designs and
their slayer and he seems even to some of them an
instigator of all evil and destroyer of their old order
and familiar world and secure conventions of virtue
and good ; some are representatives of that which has
to be fulfilled and to them he is counsellor, helper,
friend. Where the action pursues its natural course
or the doers of the work have to suffer at the hands
of its enemies and undergo the ordeals which prepare

23